
 

In-person and virtual attendance options are available.  Members of the public are asked to contact the City Council office at 
785-368-3710 or email councilassist@topeka.org before 5:00pm on day prior of meeting to receive the log-in information. The 
meeting will be live-streamed on the City of Topeka Facebook and City4 Communications platforms.   

 

City Council Committee  
 Meeting Notice 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

City Hall, 215 SE 7th Street, Suite 255 
Topeka, KS 66603-3914 

Tel: (785) 368-3710 
Fax: (785) 368-3958 

www.topeka.org 
 
Committee:  Transient Guest Tax (TGT) 
Meeting Date:  August 27, 2025 
Time:  10:00am 
Location:  1st Floor Conference Room; Cyrus K. Holliday Building 620 SE Madison 

virtual attendance option is available   
 
 
Agenda:                                    

1. Call to order 
2. Approve April 23, 2025 Minutes 
3. Action: 

a. Transient Guest Tax Levy 
4. Discussion: 

a. Visit Topeka Contract  
5. Public Comment  
6. Adjourn 

 
 
Staff Requested:     Dr. Robert M. Perez, City Manager 
      Braxton Copley, Deputy City Manager 

Amanda Stanley, City Attorney  
 
                    
Committee Members:    Christina Valdivia-Alcalá - District 2 
      Spencer Duncan-District - 8 
      Michelle Hoferer-District (Chair) - 9 
 
 
Council Office Contacts:   Tonya Bailey, Senior Executive Assistant 
       Tara Jefferies, Senior Executive Assistant 
      councilassist@topeka.org  785-368-3710 
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CITY OF TOPEKA CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

TRANSIENT GUEST 
TAX COMMITTEE 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

City Hall, 215 SE 7th  Street, Suite 255 
Topeka, KS 66603-3914 

Tel: 785-368-3710 
Fax: 785-368-3958 

 www.topeka.org 

 
 
Date: April 23, 2025 
Time: 10:00am 
Location: 1st Floor Conference Room; Cyrus K. Holliday Building 620 SE Madison 

 
Committee members present: Committee members: Christina Valdivia-Alcalá, 
Spencer Duncan, Michelle Hoferer (Chair) 

 
City staff present: City Manager Dr. Robert M. Perez, Senior City 
Attorney Mathew Mullen, Budget & Finance Division Director Josh McAnarney  

 
      1. Call to Order 

  Committee chair Hoferer called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

      2. Approve March 6 and March 12, 2025 Minutes 
        Committee member Duncan made a motion to approve the minutes. Committee  

member Valdivia-Alcalá approved. Minutes approved 3-0-0. 
 
      3. NOTO Arts & Entertainment District Presentation 
 

Josh McAnarney, Budget & Finance Division Director, provided background 
information on the unallocated balance of $52,114.60 of undistributed Transient 
Guest Tax funds.  The TGT Committee on March 6, 2025 expressed it was time to 
appropriate the funds.  He added an application was submitted based off the 2016 
application process from NOTO Arts and Entertainment District.   
 
Pedro Concepcion, CEO of NOTO Arts and Entertainment District, expressed his 
appreciation for giving NOTO the chance to apply for the TGT funds.  He 
continued to speak to the criteria NOTO completed for the application and how 
Topeka’s cultural tourism will have enhancements to signage and public art to 
provide the experience for the community and visitors.  He believes the 
$52,114.60 will make a big impact and help create programs for development. 
 
Committee member Valdivia-Alcalá expressed her support for the TGT funds  
allocation to NOTO.  She thanked Pedro Concepcion for a good presentation. 
 
Committee member Duncan passed on his support for TGT funds for NOTO and  
added that he would’ve like the funds to be more.  He continued to speak to the 
structure of distribution. 

http://www.topeka.org/
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Pedro Concepcion added NOTO is thankful for any amount of fund allocation. 
 
Kurt Young, Topeka Lodging Association and Downtown Topeka Foundation, 
spoke to the original monies of disbursement that he was involved in.  He stated 
that the TGT Committee, at the time, looked at return on investment very heavily. 
He expressed his message for future organizations that receive allocations to 
continue to track a return on their investment in travel and tourism. Lastly, he 
added that hotel occupancy from closure of events could lead to TGT revenues to 
decrease. 

 
Sean Dixon, President of Visit Topeka, stated he supports the NOTO application.   
He continued to speak to being mindful of the return on investment with TGT 
funds and concurred that hotel rooms demand is at a lull. 
 
Committee member Valdivia-Alcalá stated she wants all agencies, not only NOTO,  
to have the same message to all TGT recipients that was given from Topeka 
Lodging Association. 
 
Pedro Concepcion added he agrees that all agencies should be held accountable  
with TGT funds. 
 
Committee chair Hoferer stated that 1st quarter updates and reports from agencies  
have been completed.    
 
Committee member Duncan spoke that the TGT Committee does ensure the return 
on investment of funds that are distributed. He stated he is not worried about the 
return on investment in the NOTO district and feels the funds allocated are 
helping to encourage people to return to the area.  
 
 

      4. Resolution TGT Funds: NOTO Arts & Entertainment District   
 
Committee chair Hoferer spoke to the proposed Resolution for allocation of  
$52,114.06 to NOTO Arts and Entertainment District. 
 
MOTION: To advance the resolution to the Governing Body with a 
recommendation to approve. Committee member Christina Valdivia-Alcalá Duncan 
made the motion, and Committee member Spencer Duncan seconded. Motion 
passed 3-0-0.  
 
 

5. Other Items 
 

Committee chair Hoferer thanked Kurt Young, Topeka Lodging Association 
and Downtown Topeka Foundation, for information about hotel occupancy 
in the future as it will help the TGT Committee with the TGT revenues. 
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Committee member Duncan requested the City Finance Department give a 
report on the agencies balances of their contracts. He added the value of 
knowing the projections of the remaining 3 years for funding.     
 
Josh McAnarney, Budget & Finance Division Director, stated that he will 
send out the projected report. 

 
 Adjourn 
 Committee chair Hoferer adjourned the meeting at 10:24 am. 

 
 Video recording of the meeting can be found at: https://youtu.be/ee47rdFCOr8 
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DATE:    August 27, 2025 

CONTACT PERSON:   Braxton Copley, Deputy City Manager 

SUBJECT:    Transient Guest Tax Levy 

PROJECT #:    

 

 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

The proposed Charter Ordinance is amending the City’s Charter Ordinance levying the transient 
guest tax, revising the structure to allow the City to recoup its investment costs of Hotel Topeka. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Charter Ordinance-Proposed 

Charter Ordinance-Proposed, 2nd Option 

Memo-A. Stanley (August 19, 2025) 

http://www.topeka.org/


CHORD/Transient Guest Tax Levy  8/19/25   1 

(Published in the Topeka Metro News _____________ and _________________) 1 
 2 

CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. __________  3 
 4 

A CHARTER ORDINANCE introduced by City Manager Dr. Robert M. Perez, amending 5 
the City’s Charter Ordinance levying the transient guest tax, 6 
revising the structure to allow the City to recoup its investment 7 
costs of Hotel Topeka. 8 

 9 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 10 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS, THAT: 11 

 Section 1. That Section 2 of Charter Ordinance No. 120, as codified in § A15-12 

17, of The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 13 

Levied – Amount. 14 

(a)  Effective November 14, 2015 and continuing through December 31, 2027As 15 

of the effective date of this Charter Ordinance, a transient guest tax of seven percent shall 16 

be levied in the City of Topeka, Kansas, upon the gross rental receipts derived from or 17 

paid directly or through an accommodations broker by transient guests for lodging or 18 

sleeping accommodations, exclusive of charges for incidental services or facilities, in any 19 

hotel, motel, or tourist court. Funds shall be distributed pursuant to resolution and 20 

agreement. 21 

(b)  Effective January 1, 2028, and continuing through December 31, 2032, a 22 

transient guest tax of six percent shall be levied in the City of Topeka, Kansas, upon the 23 

gross rental receipts derived from or paid directly or through an accommodations broker 24 

by transient guests for lodging or sleeping accommodations, exclusive of charges for 25 

incidental services or facilities, in any hotel, motel, or tourist court. 26 

(c)  Effective January 1, 2033, a transient guest tax of five percent shall be levied 27 

in the City of Topeka, Kansas, upon the gross rental receipts derived from or paid directly 28 
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or through an accommodations broker by transient guests for lodging or sleeping 29 

accommodations, exclusive of charges for incidental services or facilities, in any hotel, 30 

motel, or tourist court. 31 

(a) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, the total transient guest tax32 

collected at Hotel Topeka in the year 2025 shall constitute the “base year”. 33 

Effective January 1, 2026, of the transient guest tax collected at Hotel Topeka 34 

above the base year, five percent (5%) shall be used by the City to recoup its 35 

investment costs of Hotel Topeka which include the purchase price, capital 36 

expenses, and operating losses incurred by the City through the date of sale. 37 

(b) Effective January 1, 2028, and continuing through December 31,38 

2032, in addition to the amount collected pursuant to (a), an additional one percent 39 

(1%) of the total transient guest tax levied in the City shall be used by the City to 40 

recoup its investment costs of Hotel Topeka as described in (a). 41 

(c) Effective January 1, 2033, and continuing until the City has recouped42 

its total investment costs of Hotel Topeka, an additional one percentage in addition 43 

to the amounts collected in (a) and (b) of the total transient guest tax levied in the 44 

City of Topeka shall be used by the City to recoup its investment costs of Hotel 45 

Topeka as described in (a). 46 

(d) Once the investment costs described in (a) are recouped, the entirety47 

of seven percent transient guest tax shall be distributed by resolution and 48 

agreement at the discretion of the Governing Body. 49 

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be published once each week for two (2) 50 

consecutive weeks in the official City newspaper. 51 
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 Section 3. This Charter Ordinance shall take effect sixty-one (61) days after 52 

final publication unless a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed and a referendum held 53 

on this Charter Ordinance as provided in Article 12, Section 5, Subdivision (c)(3), of the 54 

Kansas Constitution, in which case this Charter Ordinance shall become effective if 55 

approved by a majority of the electors voting therein. 56 

 Section 4. Upon the effective date of this Charter Ordinance, this Charter 57 

Ordinance shall be recorded by the City Clerk in a book maintained for such purposes 58 

with a statement of the manner of adoption and a certified copy shall be filed with the 59 

Secretary of State of the State of Kansas. 60 

 Section 5. That Section 2 of Charter Ordinance No. 120, as codified in Topeka 61 

Municipal Code § A15-17 is hereby specifically repealed. 62 

 PASSED AND APPROVED by the Governing Body on ____________________. 63 
 64 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 65 
 66 
 67 
 68 

______________________________ 69 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 70 

ATTEST: 71 
 72 
 73 
 74 
_______________________________ 75 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 76 

77 



CHORD/Transient Guest Tax Levy  8/19/25   1 

(Published in the Topeka Metro News _____________ and _________________) 1 
 2 

CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. __________  3 
 4 

A CHARTER ORDINANCE introduced by City Manager Dr. Robert M. Perez, amending 5 
the City’s Charter Ordinance levying the transient guest tax, 6 
revising the structure to allow the City to recoup its investment 7 
costs of Hotel Topeka. 8 

 9 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 10 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS, THAT: 11 

 Section 1. That Section 2 of Charter Ordinance No. 120, as codified in § A15-12 

17, of The Code of the City of Topeka, Kansas, is hereby amended to read as follows: 13 

Levied – Amount. 14 

(a) Effective November 14, 2015 and continuing through December 31, 2027, 15 

a transient guest tax of seven percent shall be levied in the City of Topeka, Kansas, upon 16 

the gross rental receipts derived from or paid directly or through an accommodations 17 

broker by transient guests for lodging or sleeping accommodations, exclusive of charges 18 

for incidental services or facilities, in any hotel, motel, or tourist court. Funds shall be 19 

distributed pursuant to resolution and agreement. 20 

(b) Effective January 1, 2028, and continuing through December 31, 2032, a 21 

transient guest tax of six percent shall be levied in the City of Topeka, Kansas, upon the 22 

gross rental receipts derived from or paid directly or through an accommodations broker 23 

by transient guests for lodging or sleeping accommodations, exclusive of charges for 24 

incidental services or facilities, in any hotel, motel, or tourist court. 25 

(c) Effective January 1, 2033, a transient guest tax of five percent shall be 26 

levied in the City of Topeka, Kansas, upon the gross rental receipts derived from or paid 27 

directly or through an accommodations broker by transient guests for lodging or sleeping 28 
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accommodations, exclusive of charges for incidental services or facilities, in any hotel, 29 

motel, or tourist court.  30 

(d) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, the total transient guest tax 31 

collected at Hotel Topeka in the year 2025 shall constitute the “base year”. Effective 32 

January 1, 2026, the transient guest tax rate levied at Hotel Topeka shall be eight percent, 33 

Any transient guest tax collected at Hotel Topeka in excess of the base year that is not 34 

contractually obligated shall be used solely by the City to recoup its investment costs of 35 

Hotel Topeka which include the purchase price, capital expenses, and operating losses 36 

incurred by the City through the date of sale. This provision shall expire upon complete 37 

reimbursement. 38 

 Section 2. This Ordinance shall be published once each week for two (2) 39 

consecutive weeks in the official City newspaper. 40 

 Section 3. This Charter Ordinance shall take effect sixty-one (61) days after 41 

final publication unless a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed and a referendum held 42 

on this Charter Ordinance as provided in Article 12, Section 5, Subdivision (c)(3), of the 43 

Kansas Constitution, in which case this Charter Ordinance shall become effective if 44 

approved by a majority of the electors voting therein. 45 

 Section 4. Upon the effective date of this Charter Ordinance, this Charter 46 

Ordinance shall be recorded by the City Clerk in a book maintained for such purposes 47 

with a statement of the manner of adoption and a certified copy shall be filed with the 48 

Secretary of State of the State of Kansas. 49 

 Section 5. That Section 2 of Charter Ordinance No. 120, as codified in Topeka 50 

Municipal Code § A15-17 is hereby specifically repealed. 51 
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 PASSED AND APPROVED by the Governing Body on ____________________. 52 
 53 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 54 
 55 
 56 
 57 

______________________________ 58 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 59 

ATTEST: 60 
 61 
 62 
 63 
_______________________________ 64 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 65 

66 
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STATEMENT OF MANNER OF ADOPTION OF FOREGOING 67 
 68 
 The foregoing Charter Ordinance No. _____ was passed on the _____ day of 69 

_____________, 2025, as shown by the minutes, Book _____ Page _____, by a vote of 70 

_____ for and _____ against, being not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the members-elect 71 

of the governing body, published in the Topeka Metro News, the official city newspaper, 72 

on the _____ day of _________, 2025, and on the _____ day of __________, 2025, being 73 

once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks, and there being no petition demanding a 74 

referendum filed with the City Clerk within sixty (60) days after the final publication, said 75 

Charter Ordinance took effect on the _____ day of _________, 2025. 76 

       ______________________________    77 
        Brenda Younger, City Clerk 78 

 79 

CERTIFICATE 80 

CITY OF TOPEKA  ) 81 
COUNTY OF SHAWNEE ) ss: 82 
STATE OF KANSAS ) 83 
 84 
 I, Brenda Younger, City Clerk of the City of Topeka, County of Shawnee, State of 85 
Kansas, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing, consisting of ___ typewritten 86 
pages, including the page upon which this Certificate is written, is a full true and correct 87 
copy of Charter Ordinance No. _______ of the said City of Topeka, that all acts and things 88 
required by Article 12, Section 5 of the Constitution of the State of Kansas were done and 89 
performed in the manner and within the time prescribed and that said Ordinance became 90 
effective on the _____ day of ______________, 2025. 91 
 92 
 93 
       ________________________________   94 
       Brenda Younger, City Clerk 95 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Transient Guest Tax Committee 
From: Amanda Stanley 
Re: Proposed Charter Ordinance Changes to TGT to fund Hotel Topeka 
Date: August 19, 2025 

As part of the City’s efforts to recoup its investment in Hotel Topeka, the legal department was 
tasked with amending the charter ordinance that governs the Transient Guest Tax. 

Current Structure (7% Tax) 

• 1% – Bond payments for Sunflower Soccer infrastructure (expires Dec. 31, 2032) 
• 1% – Divided among four organizations (Jayhawk Theatre, Constitution Hall, Evergy 

Plaza, Downtown Ice Rink) (expires Dec. 31, 2027) 
• 5% remaining – Allocated by contract until end of 2025: 

o 79% to Visit Topeka 
o 11% to Topeka Business Improvement District 
o 10% to General Fund 

Proposed Changes 

• The Transient Guest Tax will remain at 7% until changed by ordinance with removal of 
the 1% sunset in 2027 and the 1% sunset in 2032. 

• As existing contractual obligations expire, the change creates a proposed structure to 
redirect certain future proceeds to help the city recover its investment in Hotel Topeka. 

 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  
 
cc:  
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DATE:    August 27, 2025 

CONTACT PERSON:   Braxton Copley, Deputy City Manager 

SUBJECT:    Visit Topeka Contract 

PROJECT #:    

 

 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

Discussion on the Visit Topeka contract. The City contracts with Visit Topeka to administer 
tourism programs funded through TGT dollars. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Contract No. 50752 (November 14, 2022) 

Contract No. 46584 (February 12, 2018) 

http://www.topeka.org/
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DATE:    August 27, 2025 

CONTACT PERSON:    

SUBJECT:    Public Comment 

PROJECT #:    

 

 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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