
In-person and virtual attendance options are available.  Members of the public are asked to contact the City Council office at 
785-368-3710 or email councilassist@topeka.org before 5:00pm on day prior of meeting to receive the log-in information. The
meeting will be live-streamed on the City of Topeka Facebook and City4 Communications platforms.

City Council Committee 
 Meeting Notice

CITY COUNCIL 
City Hall, 215 SE 7th Street, Suite 255 

Topeka, KS 66603-3914 
Tel: (785) 368-3710 

www.topeka.org 

Committee:  Public Infrastructure  
Meeting Date: July 15, 2025 
Time: 11:00am 
Location: 1st Floor Conference Room; Cyrus K. Holliday Building 620 SE Madison 

virtual attendance option is available   

Agenda: 

1. Call to Order

2. Approval of June 18, 2025 Meeting Minutes

3. ACTION ITEMS:

a. Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K: SW 37th Street 
Topeka Boulevard to Kirkland Avenue. Project No. 841098.06.

b. Amending the 2025-2034 CIP and the 2025-2027 CIB: SE 29th Street Kansas 
Avenue to Adams Street - Revised. Project No. 701039.00.

c. Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K: SE 29th Street 
Kansas Avenue to Adams Street. Project No. 701039.00.

d. Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K: Central Park 
North Rockfire Odor Control. Project Nos. 291146.01, 291138.01, 
291139.01, 291142.02.

e. Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K: Shawnee I, II 
and Westedge Pump Stations. Project Nos. 291105.03, 291120.06, 
291140.01, 291141.01.

4. DISCUSSION:

a. Utility Rates - Readiness to Serve (RTS).

5. Other Items

6. Public Comment

mailto:councilassist@topeka.org
http://www.topeka.org/


7. Adjourn 
 
 

NOTICE: Next scheduled meeting is August 19, 2025; 1st Floor Conference Room at the 
Holliday Building 
 
STAFF REQUESTED: City Manager Dr. Robert M. Perez, Deputy City Manager Braxton 
Copley, Public Works Director Steve Groen, Deputy Director Pubic Works Jason Tryon,  
Planning and Development Services Director Rhiannon Friedman, Budget & Finance 
Division Director Josh McAnarney, Director of Utilities Sylvia Davis, Deputy Director 
Utilities Nicole Malott, Project Manager Joe Harrington, City Engineer Mark Schreiner, 
Assistant City Engineer Robert Bidwell. 
   
Members:  Sylvia Ortiz – District 3 
         David Banks (Chair) – District 4 

        Neil Dobler – District 7 
   
Contact:  Tonya Bailey, Senior Executive Assistant 
   Tara Jefferies, Senior Executive Assistant 
  Council Office  councilassist@topeka.org  785-368-3710 

mailto:councilassist@topeka.org


1 – Public Works Infrastructure Committee 

Minutes Taken: June 17, 2025 

Minutes Approved:  

Minutes Submitted By: TLB 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Date: June 17, 2025 
Time: 11:00 a.m. 
Location:  1st Floor Conference Room; Cyrus K. Holliday Building 620 SE Madison   

(virtual attendance option also available)  
 

Committee members present: Councilmember Sylvia Ortiz. Absent: David Banks 
(Chair) and Neil Dobler. 
 
Council member present: Councilmember Michelle Hoferer (proxy member). 

 
City staff present: City Manager Robert M. Perez, Deputy City Manager Braxton 
Copley, Assistant City Manager Avery Moore, Senior Attorney Mathew Mullen, Utilities 
Director Sylvia Davis, Public Works Director Steve Groen, Public Works Deputy Director 
Jason Tryon, City Engineer Mark Schreiner. 

 
Call to Order 
Committee member Ortiz called the meeting to order at 11:00 am.  

 
Approval of May 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes  
Committee member by proxy Hoferer made a motion to approve the May 20, 2025 
meeting minutes. Committee member Ortiz seconded. Motion approved 2-0-0.   
 
Amendment to 2025-2034 Capital Improvement Project (CIP) and the 2025 -2027 
Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) for Topeka Zoo Fiber Relocation Project No. 
90080.00 
Deputy City Manager Braxton Copley spoke to the proposed Amendment to 2025-2034 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) and the 2025-2027 Capital Improvement Budget 
(CIB) for the Topeka Zoo Fiber Relocation.  He added the location of the project is 
located in the center of the zoo and currently has Bears in the exhibit. It will be a 
multiphase project for the “My World” expansion project.  He stated that the Gage Park 
Improvement Authority has agreed to fund the project.  Therefore, the City will 
advance the funds and will then be reimbursed from the Gage Park Improvement 
Authority.  The net sum to the City is zero. 
 
Committee member Hoferer stated she attended the Gage Park Improvement Authority 
meeting and expressed her support. 
 
MOTION: Committee member by proxy Hoferer made a motion to approve and move 
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2 – Public Works Infrastructure Committee 

Minutes Taken: June 17, 2025 

Minutes Approved:  

Minutes Submitted By: TLB 

 

 

 

forward to the Governing Body for action. Committee member Ortiz seconded. Motion 
approved 2-0-0. 
 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K: Historic Holliday Park 
Neighborhood DREAMS 1 Project No. 601160.02 
Public Works Director Steve Groen spoke to the Historic Holliday Park Neighborhood 
DREAMS 1 Project consisting of mill and overlay with a full-depth patching. The 
funding source is GO Bonds and Stormwater Revenue Bonds and Operating Funds.  He 
added the target construction date is to begin later in 2025. 
 
Committee member Hoferer questioned about a Neighborhood meeting for the 
timeline.  Public Works Director Groen responded when the contractor is selected a 
public meeting will be set to give a timeline. 
 
Deputy City Manager Copley spoke to the project coming from the DREAMS process, 
which was approved and received support by the neighborhood. 
 
Committee member Ortiz expressed her appreciation to the Neighborhood 
Improvement Association (NIA) and the public for the support of the project. 
 
MOTION: Committee member Ortiz made a motion to approve and move forward to 
the Governing Body for action. Committee member by proxy Hoferer seconded. Motion 
approved 2-0-0. 
 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K; Montara Northway 
Waterline Project Nos. 281300.03, 281301.03 and 281331.03 
Utilities Director Sylvia Davis spoke to the Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project 
Exceeding $250K for the Montara Northway Waterline Project. She added the water 
main replacement will have approximately 12,000 LF of pipe along Montara Northway 
from SW Crestwood Drive to SW Windwood Lane and along SW Windsong Drive.  She 
continued to speak to that the water lines having a high break history and is a high 
business risk exposure.  The project is expected to be two years.   
 
Committee member Ortiz asked about the timeline. Davis responded when a 
contractor is hired they will begin sourcing for materials and determine the delivery 
schedule. 
 
MOTION: Committee member by proxy Hoferer made a motion to approve and move 
forward to the Governing Body for action. Committee member Ortiz seconded. Motion 
approved 2-0-0. 
 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K; North Topeka 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (NTWWTP) Boiler System Replacement Project Nos. 
291149.05 and 291150.03 
Utilities Director Sylvia Davis spoke to a Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project 
Exceeding $250K to replace the boiler system at the North Topeka Wastewater 



3 – Public Works Infrastructure Committee 

Minutes Taken: June 17, 2025 

Minutes Approved:  

Minutes Submitted By: TLB 

 

 

 

Treatment Plant (NTWWTP).  The existing heat pump, boiler, pumps, and controls will 
be demolished and replaced with two new efficient boilers, pumps, controls and 
accessories.  She spoke to the age of the boiler and the maintenance that has been 
done to the existing boiler in recent years. She added the importance to have this 
replaced in preparation for the upcoming winter.   
 
Committee member Hoferer asked about the lead time for the materials.  Davis 
responded there will not be any issues having the project completed by winter. 

 
MOTION: Committee member Ortiz made a motion to approve and move forward to 
the Governing Body for action. Committee member by proxy Hoferer seconded. Motion 
approved 2-0-0. 
 
Amendment to 2023-2025 Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) and 2023-2032 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) for additional funding for the 2023 Pavement 
Management Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Program Project No. 841091.02 
Public Works Director Steve Groen spoke to the proposed amendment to 2023-2025 
Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) and 2023-2032 Capital Improvement Project (CIP) 
for additional funding for the 2023 Pavement Management Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction Program. He continued to speak to the Summerfield neighborhood 
project which includes storm and sewer work. Due to the heavy truck traffic over the 
course the asphalt has become damaged. 
 
Committee member Ortiz asked about the timeline of the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction.  Groen responded the project is ongoing. 
 
Committee member Hoferer questioned the Summerfield project cost total increasing. 
Groen responded once the change order is approved by the Governing Body it would 
be $750,000. 
 
MOTION: Committee member Ortiz made a motion to approve and move forward to 
the Governing Body for action. Committee member by proxy Hoferer seconded. Motion 
approved 2-0-0. 
 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K; Summerfield 
Neighborhood and rescinding Resolution No. 9544 Project Nos. 841091.02 and 
501106.05 
Public Works Director Steve Groen spoke to the Summerfield Neighborhood project 
and rescindng Resolution No. 9544 for additional funding for repairs. 
 
MOTION: Committee member by proxy Hoferer made a motion to approve and move 
forward to the Governing Body for action. Committee member Ortiz seconded. Motion 
approved 2-0-0. 
 
Other Items: 
City Manager Dr. Robert Perez spoke to the Topeka Metropolitan Transit Authority 
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(TMTA) Metro On-Demand (MOD) program changes. He continued to speak to the 
Public Meetings that have been held discussing service areas and costs for users.  He 
announced at the Governing Body meeting July 1, 2025 the TMTA will provide updates 
to the Council when they are discussing the Revenue Neutral Rate (RNR). 
 
Committee member Ortiz expressed her appreciation for the update. She inquired 
when the vote will be made and what service areas will be impacted. Perez confirmed 
the TMTA Decision Meeting is on June 23, 2025.  He also confirmed that he will share 
with the Public Infrastructure Committee what the proposed boundaries are. Ortiz 
continued to speak to the importance for the public to voice their opinion on the MOD 
program service changes.   
 
Committee member Ortiz expressed her thanks to the Public Works staff for the help 
with recent property cases. 
 

   Public Comment: 
   Henry McClure thanked the Public Infrastructure Committee for having Public 
   Comment. He continued to speak to the importance to run the Utilities Department 
   like Jack Alexander.  He added his disappointment with the Kansas Senate Bill 104. 
 
   Adjourned 11:20 a.m. 
 
   This meeting can be viewed online at: https://youtu.be/k30O_iRFbLE 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/k30O_iRFbLE


 
City of Topeka 

Public 
Infrastructure 
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www.topeka.org 

 
 

   
  DATE:            July 15, 2025 
 
  CONTACT:        Steve Groen, Public Works Director 
 
  SUBJECT:   
 
  PROJECT #:       

 

 
 
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

   
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K; SW 37th Street Topeka Blvd to Kirkland 
Avenue for street improvements consisting of mill and overlay with full-depth patching. 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Resolution and Exhibit A 
 
 
 
 

 

SW 37th Street Topeka Blvd to Kirkland Avenue 

841098.06 
 

http://www.topeka.org/


RES/2025-2027 CIP Projects Exceeding $250,000 
841098.06  37th St – Topeka Blvd to Kirklawn 
7/7/2025 

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 1 
 2 
A RESOLUTION introduced by Public Infrastructure Committee comprised of 3 

Councilmembers Sylvia Ortiz, David Banks and Neil Dobler 4 
recommending approval of Project No. 841098.06 for street 5 
improvements. 6 

 7 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 9520 approving the 2025-8 

2034 CIP and the 2025-2027 CIB; and 9 

WHEREAS, the resolution requires Governing Body approval for projects that are 10 

ready for construction and whose total project budget exceeds $250,000; and 11 

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2025, the Public Infrastructure Committee recommended 12 

approval of the project. 13 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 14 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS, that Project No. 841098.06 for street improvements to SW 15 

37th Street between Topeka Boulevard and Kirklawn Avenue, as further described in 16 

Exhibit A, is hereby approved. 17 

ADOPTED and APPROVED by the Governing Body on _____________________. 18 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 19 
 20 
 21 

        22 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 23 

ATTEST: 24 
 25 
 26 
________________________________ 27 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 28 
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City of Topeka 

Public 
Infrastructure 

Committee 
 214 SE 8th Street 

Topeka, Kansas 66603 
www.topeka.org 

 
 

   
  DATE:            July 15, 2025 
 
  CONTACT:        Steve Groen, Public Works Director 
 
  SUBJECT:   
 
  PROJECT #:       

 

 
 
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

   
Amending the 2025-2034 CIP and the 2025-2027 CIB; for street and utility improvements, traffic signal 
installation and bridge repair on SE 29th Street from Kansas Avenue to Adams Street and rescinding 
Resolution No. 9632. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Resolution and Exhibit A 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SE 29th Street Kansas Avenue to Adams Street-Revised 

701039.00 
 

http://www.topeka.org/


 

RES/Amend 2025-2027 CIP-CIB 1 
Project No. 701039.00 
29th Street – Kansas Ave to Adams  

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 1 
 2 
A RESOLUTION introduced by the Public Infrastructure Committee comprised of 3 

Councilmembers David Banks, Sylvia Ortiz and Neil Dobler, 4 
amending the 2025-2034 CIP and the 2025-2027 CIB to increase the 5 
budget for street improvements to SE 29th Street from Kansas Avenue 6 
to Adams Street, Project No. 701039.00.  7 

 8 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 9520 approving the 2025-9 

2034 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and the 2025-2027 Capital Improvement Budget 10 

(CIB); and 11 

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2025, the Public Infrastructure Committee favorably 12 

considered staff’s request to amend the CIP/CIB to increase the budget for Project No. 13 

701039.00. 14 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 15 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS, that the 2025-2034 CIP and 2025-2027 CIB, as approved by 16 

Resolution No. 9520, be amended to include additional funding for Project No. 701039.00 17 

for street improvements to SE 29th Street from Kansas Avenue to Adams Street as further 18 

described in the Capitol Improvement Project Summary (Exhibit A) which is attached 19 

herein and incorporated by reference. 20 

ADOPTED and APPROVED by the Governing Body on _____________________. 21 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 

        26 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 27 

ATTEST: 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 
______________________________ 32 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 33 
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City of Topeka 

Public 
Infrastructure 

Committee 
 214 SE 8th Street 

Topeka, Kansas 66603 
www.topeka.org 

 
 

   
  DATE:            July 15, 2025 
 
  CONTACT:        Steve Groen, Public Works Director 
 
  SUBJECT:   
 
  PROJECT #:       

 

 
 
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

   
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K project including street improvements 
involving mill and overlay. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Resolution and Exhibit A 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SE 29th Street Kansas Avenue to Adams Street 

701039.00 
 

http://www.topeka.org/


RES/CIP Projects Exceeding $250,000  7/9/25 
701039.00 et al. – SE 29th Street REVISED 

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 1 
 2 
A RESOLUTION introduced by Public Infrastructure Committee comprised of 3 

Councilmembers Sylvia Ortiz, David Banks and Neil Dobler 4 
recommending approval of Project No. 701039.00 et al. for street and 5 
utility improvements, traffic signal installation and bridge repair on SE 6 
29th Street from Kansas Avenue to Adams Street and rescinding 7 
Resolution No. 9632. 8 

9 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 9425 approving the 2024-10 

2033 Capital Improvement Program and the 2024-2026 Capital Improvement Budget and 11 

Resolution No. 9520 approving the 2025-2034 Capital Improvement Program and the 12 

2025-2027 Capital Improvement Budget; and 13 

WHEREAS, the Resolutions require Governing Body approval for projects that are 14 

ready for construction and whose total project budget exceeds $250,000; and 15 

WHERAS, Resolution No. 9632 approved Project No. 701039.00 et al. and the total 16 

project budget has increased $300,000; and 17 

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2025, the Public Infrastructure Committee recommended 18 

approval of the increased project budget. 19 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 20 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS, that Project Nos. 701039.00, 141037.01, 501081.27, 21 

501107.02, 291129.01, 281250.04 and 121005.00 for street improvements, utility 22 

improvements, traffic signal installation and bridge repair on SE 29th Street from Kansas 23 

Avenue to Adams Street, as further described in Exhibit A is hereby approved. 24 

25 



 

RES/CIP Projects Exceeding $250,000 7/9/25 
701039.00 et al. – SE 29th Street REVISED 

ADOPTED and APPROVED by the Governing Body on _____________________. 26 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 

        31 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 32 

ATTEST: 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
________________________________ 37 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 38 
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Committee 
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  DATE:            July 15, 2025 
 
  CONTACT:        Sylvia Davis, Utilities Director 
 
  SUBJECT:   
 
  PROJECT #:       

 

 
 
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

   
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K; the project is for pumpstation odor control 
at Central Park and Rockfire North. 

 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Resolution and Exhibit A 

 
 
 

 

Central Park and North Rockfire Odor Control 

291146.01, 291138.01, 291139.01, 291142.02 

http://www.topeka.org/


RES/2025-2027 CIP Projects Exceeding $250,000 
Pumpstation odor control – Central Park/N Rockfire 
7/8/2025 

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 1 
 2 
A RESOLUTION introduced by Public Infrastructure Committee comprised of 3 

Councilmembers David Banks, Sylvia Ortiz and Neil Dobler 4 
recommending approval of Project Nos. 291146.01, 291138.01, 5 
291139.01, 291142.02 for pumpstation odor control at Central Park 6 
and Rockfire North. 7 

 8 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 9425 approving the 2024-9 

2026 Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) and 2024-2033 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 10 

and Resolution No. 9520 approving the 2025-2027 (CIB) and the 2025-2034 (CIP); and 11 

WHEREAS, the resolution requires Governing Body approval for projects that are 12 

ready for construction and whose total project budget exceeds $250,000; and 13 

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2025, the Public Infrastructure Committee recommended 14 

approval of the project. 15 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 16 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS, that Project Nos. 291146.01, 291138.01, 291139.01, 17 

291142.02 for pumpstation odor control equipment, supplies, and labor at the Central Park 18 

and Rockfire North pumpstations, as further described in Exhibit A, are hereby approved. 19 

ADOPTED and APPROVED by the Governing Body on _____________________. 20 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 21 
 22 
 23 

        24 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 25 

ATTEST: 26 
 27 
 28 
________________________________ 29 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 30 
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  DATE:            July 15, 2025 
 
  CONTACT:        Sylvia Davis, Utilities Director 
 
  SUBJECT:   
 
  PROJECT #:       

 

 
 
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

   
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Project Exceeding $250K; replacing 3 pump stations near Lake 
Shawnee. 

 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Resolution and Exhibit A 

 
 
 

 

Shawnee I, II, and Westedge 

291105.03, 291120.06, 29140.01 and 291141.01 
 

http://www.topeka.org/


RES/2025 CIP Projects Exceeding $250,000 
Pumpstation Replacement – Shawnee I, II & Westedge 
7/15/2025 

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 1 
 2 
A RESOLUTION introduced by Public Infrastructure Committee comprised of 3 

Councilmembers David Banks, Sylvia Ortiz and Neil Dobler 4 
recommending approval of Project Nos. 291105.03, 291120.06, 5 
29140.01 and 291141.01 for pumpstation equipment replacement 6 
near Lake Shawnee.  7 

 8 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 9174 approving the 9 

2021-2023 Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) and 2021-2030 Capital Improvement Plan 10 

(CIP), Resolution No. 9318 approving the 2023-202 (CIB) and 2023-2032 (CIP), 11 

Resolution No. 9425 approving the 2024-2026 (CIB) and 2024-2033 (CIP) and Resolution 12 

No. 9520 approving the 2025-2027 (CIB) and the 2025-2034 (CIP); and 13 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body requires approval for projects that are ready for 14 

construction and whose total project budget exceeds $250,000; and 15 

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2025, the Public Infrastructure Committee recommended 16 

approval of the project(s). 17 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 18 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS, that Project Nos. 291105.03, 291120.06, 29140.01 and 19 

291141.01 for pumpstation replacement eliminating Shawnee 1 and equipment 20 

replacement at Shawnee II, further described in Exhibit A, are hereby approved. 21 

ADOPTED and APPROVED by the Governing Body on ____________________. 22 

CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 

        27 
Michael A. Padilla, Mayor 28 

ATTEST: 29 
 30 
 31 
 32 
________________________________ 33 
Brenda Younger, City Clerk 34 
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City of Topeka 
Public 

Infrastructure 
Committee 

 214 SE 8th Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66603 

www.topeka.org 

  DATE:      July 15, 2025 

  CONTACT:       Sylvia Davis, Utilities Director 

 SUBJECT:   

 PROJECT #:  

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

Discussion concerning Utility Rates – Readiness to Serve (RTS). 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Utility Rates – Readiness to Serve (RTS) 

http://www.topeka.org/


 
City of Topeka 

Policy & 
Finance 

Committee 
620 SE Madison St. 

Topeka, Kansas 66603 
www.topeka.org 

 
 

   
  DATE:       July 15, 2025 
 
  CONTACT PERSON:       
 
SUBJECT:  

 
  PROJECT #:  
     

 

 
 
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Public Comment 
 

http://www.topeka.org/
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